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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:

460

Name(s) of African providing account:

Manuela de la Guardia

Date account recorded:

1861

Date account first published:

1996

Date of entry creation:

20 September 2021

Source:
English translation of statement printed on p. 162 and 202n2 in VOICES OF THE
ENSLAVED IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY CUBA: A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY, edited
by Gloria García Rodríguez. Translated by Nancy L. Westrate. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2011. Copyright © 2011 by the University of North Carolina Press. Used by
permission of the publisher. www.uncpress.org.

Text of Account:
English translation –
p. 162:
“Havana, November 26, 1861
Manuela de la Guardia, free morena, native of Africa, member of the Ganga nation, residing in
the first district, 88 Amargura Street . . . says that Jose Ruiz, the moreno slave owned by Don
Candido Ruiz, who currently resides at 96 Amargura Street, traveled from Cuba to the United
States of America in May 1859 in his master’s company. The deponent in this petition is a
witness in this matter, for on that date she, too, found herself in the company of Don Candido
and his slave in North America.
Jose’s master told him that he already was free simply by virtue of having traveled from
this country to that. Upon returning here from that country, Jose found himself greatly abused
and subject to slavery just as before. Well, this wretched Negro, deceived by his master, had the
good fortune to speak with Your Excellency in the patio of your palace, Your Excellency’s
residence, three days ago now. You recommended that your secretary investigate the legal status
of his claim . . . and yesterday at three o’ clock, while in the coach house of Your Excellency’s
residence, just as Your Excellency directed until such time as your secretary resolved the matter,
Jose Ruiz was brazenly removed, flagrantly violating the sanctity of Your Excellency’s abode, in
violation of proper decorum and in complete disregard for your superior rank as most illustrious
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representative of Your Majesty the Queen, God save her. . . . He was bound, and taken to the
home of Don Candido Ruiz . . . where he is at the present time, his feet thrust in the stocks and
threatened with being banished to a farm far out in the rural countryside, as punishment for
nothing more than making a just claim for justice in the name of the laws of heaven and earth ...”

Comments from Gloria García Rodríguez: (p. 202n2)
“It appears that, at last, the master agreed to coartacion. The document does not mention where
he traveled in the United States. Since the journey was in 1861 and preceded the Civil War there,
one must assume that they traveled somewhere in the North, where slavery had already been
abolished.”
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